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Marks & Co. were kings of the buok ring. They were one of the
fve leading firms of antiquarian booksellers who never bid against
cach other in the auction rvoms. One member of the ring-would be
allowed to buy a book fur a nominal sum, say £100. As soon as
the auction was over the five comspirators would hurey to- their
nearest safe-house — usually a Lyons tea shop - and conduct a peivare
auction. If one of them bought the book in question for £500, the
£400. profit-would be divided in cush amongst the other four: This
process was called a ‘knock-out’, and Frank Doel once blew an entire
operation. -
A famous heart specialist named Evan Bedford instructed him to
bid up to £300 for an edition of Harvey’s-Da Mot Cordis, the cartiest
printed book on. the circulation of the blood, which- was coming
up for aucton at Hodgson's. Too busy with his own Harley Sereet
salesroom to arrend the auction himself, he eelephoned Frank ar hame
lace ar night demanding to know why the boak had ‘been sold to
another dealer for £200 when he’d authorized Frank to bid thyee,
Frank confided that it had been sold in the knock-out for £650. The
irate physician immediazely undertook to have the whole question of

the book ring raised in the House of Commans, which caused cardiac
arest amongst its five particpants. .
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