
 

 

 
Excerpts from Mathematical Writing by Knuth, Larrabee, Roberts, copyright MAA 1989. 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Example of how Lamport cleaned up some bad writing. Always use active voice (i.e., 
“Avoid passive voice,” not “Passive voice should be avoided”) and use simple, direct 
sentences. 
 

 


