COS 423                 
    Final Take-Home Exercise                        Due: Monday, May 19
Spring 2008






         (in CS Bldg Room 323)
This take-home exercise is in place of a final exam or an additional problem set. The goal of the exercise is to remind you to always read the literature with skepticism: not all papers are well-written; not all papers are correct. I will distribute two papers in class, both of which contain incorrect results.  Please choose one of them, and write a report on the paper that points out in as detailed a way as possible what is wrong with it.  A good report will include both a counterexample and details about where the author or authors went wrong with his/her/their algorithm or analysis. I have anonymized the papers, and they will be available only in hard copy, not on the website.

You may collaborate on this project, in groups of up to three people.  Please identify your collaborators. As usual, do your own individual report, and identify your collaborators.  (You may discuss the paper together, but your write-up should be your own.) Please make your write-up clear and concise, as well as correct.

Of course, if you come to the conclusion that the paper you choose to read is in fact correct, you are welcome to write a report claiming this, as long as you can explain why, and as long as I can't find a counterexample.

If you seek extra credit (as a replacement for not-so-strong performance on one or more of the problem sets), you are welcome to write a report on both papers.  If you choose to do this, the second report should be entirely your own work (no collaborative discussion).

